Ellon 83 - 7 Forresters RFC

by 

Bill Kenny
Edinburgh visitors Forresters RFC arrived at the Meadows looking to put an end to a disappointing run of results in the league this season. Unfortunately for them they were to return to the capital empty handed as the local team recorded a comprehensive victory that secured their position at the head of the table.

Starting as early as the second minute when Kerry Williams kicked a penalty for offside, Ellon took an early grip of the game and never released their grasp. With the home forwards dominating the set pieces, their superior strength, speed and technique gave the visitors few opportunities to create anything approaching a scoring chance. 

Running in eight converted tries in addition to the early penalty in the first half underscored the difference in class between Ellon and their visitors. Starting with a Bryce Norris close range try when he scurried round the back of a scrum to be powered over the line by his colleagues the home try-fest soon followed. 

Jim Purdie’s sprint to the line in the seventeen-minute after the ball was swept across the back division was a well-deserved reward for the efforts of the wingman on his promotion from the second team. It was soon after that prop John Cox went on to add his name to the score sheet when he collected the ball after Norris tapped a quick penalty and dashed in amongst the opposition. Cox’s bustling style taking him past the remnants of the Forrester’s tacklers to touch down after twenty-four minutes.

Ross Lines went on to effectively put an end to this match as a meaningful contest when after only twenty four minutes he ran in his team’s fourth try and secured the likely bonus point. The realisation that they now had little real chance of taking anything away from the match may have effected the morale of the visitors. In the event their efforts still fell well short of the standard that would have been required to hinder the progress of the home team.

Having in effect secured a winning lead and the bonus point so early in proceedings the question uppermost in the minds of many of supporters was ‘could Ellon keep their concentration and go on to run up a major score?’

The answer was quickly provided when Ross Lines, Carl Main, John Barratt and Jim Purdie once more crossed the whitewash. With Williams maintaining his early form and successfully cashing in on every conversion the home team had posted a 59-0 lead by half time.

Although in total control of events the scoring rate dropped in the second half as the intensity slipped and the result edged inexorably towards an Ellon victory. However the Ythan men did plunder several further scores from Messrs Cox, Norris, Webster and Ian McDade. With Dave Pike’s driving runs through the middle of the Forresters defence continuing to cause havoc there were chances aplenty to get behind the opposition defence. A quick throw in by Purdie set Pike away again before Bucknall and Webster combined to score one of the quickest tries of the game. Williams aim with the boot was only marginally less accurate in the second session, but good enough to add a further two conversions bring his total of successful kicks to eleven and his points total to twenty three.

A late consolation try for the visitors will have no doubt given them some comfort as they headed South. But with Forresters having now lost eight of their nine games in the league so far a home victory could perhaps have been a safe forecast.

This Saturday sees Ellon in action against fellow league members Alloa in the SRU Bowl competition. This central belt team should provide a sterner test for the Ythan men than the one that they faced last weekend and will also hopefully give them the chance to advance in the same competition that brought them so much success last year.

